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Four new members join BookSpring’s Board of Directors

BookSpring’s Board of Directors has elected Margene Beckham, Ann Downing, Claire Stuart,
and Dan Terwelp to three-year terms on the Board.

As part of their responsibilities, the new Board members will provide leadership to a range of
programs supporting early literacy, including Reach Out and Read, Reading Is Fundamental,
and BookSpring’s annual Read-A-Thon event.

Beckham is a residential realtor with Amelia Bullock Realtors with more than 30 years of
professional and volunteer experience in the Austin community. She specializes in marketing
luxury homes and investment properties, as well as working with first-time home buyers. Prior
to working in real estate, Beckham worked in the Texas State Auditor’s Office as a performance
auditor focused on higher education institutions and healthcare facilities.

Her community involvement has included volunteering with Hospice Austin, Austin Child
Guidance Center and the Interfaith Hospitality Network. She holds an MBA from the University
of Texas at Austin.

Downing has called Austin home since 1960 and has actively engaged with local non-profits.
She currently works at the Research and Development Center for Teacher Education. Previously,
she worked as the box office manager of Ballet Austin.

As part of her philanthropic engagements, Downing served as president of Ballet Austin Guild,
Austin Republican Women's Club, and the Austin Chapter of Save the Children. She is also a
former member of the board of trustees of Ballet Austin and former board member of Heritage
Society of Austin.

She holds a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from the University of Texas at Austin.
Downing is passionate about reading and excited to be joining BookSpring’s Board of Directors.

Stuart’s involvement with BookSpring continues her commitment to education and providing
services to underserved youth. She presently maintains a counseling practice in the Round Rock
Independent School District, where she provides individual and group therapy for adolescents.
Stuart has also been involved in social services through her work as a board member of
CEDEN/Any Baby Can and Planned Parenthood of Texas Capitol Region.

Counseling is Stuart’s third career. After graduating from the University of lowa, she taught first
grade for five years. Then she became a fulltime mother and home maker. When her children
became older, she entered graduate school, where she received a Master of Arts from Texas
State University in counseling.
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Originally from San Antonio, Terwelp has called Austin home for more than 20 years. He began
his own pediatric practice in 1998 and has served the pediatric community in several roles,
including Chief of Pediatrics at Brackenridge Children’s Hospital and St. David's Hospital. He
has also provided leadership as president of the Austin Pediatric Society and president of the
Central Texas Pediatric Physicians Alliance. Terwelp has volunteered at the Caritas Medical
Clinic seeing pediatric patients for more than 20 years and has served as a Caritas board
member.

He has worked on behalf of children in Central Texas with his continued and active involvement
at the Children’s Hospital. He has also been a strong supporter of the Children’s Miracle
Network Telethon and served as a Brackenridge Foundation board member.

Terwelp earned his undergraduate degree from the University of Texas at Austin in 1972, while
also a member of the 1969 and 1970 National Championship Football Team. He received his
medical degree from the University of Texas Medical School at Houston in 1975. Terwelp is
Board certified in pediairics by the American Board of Pediatrics.

About BookSpring:

BookSpring instills children with a love of reading and promotes books as a means to success.
Our vision is the development of a community where all children have the opportunity to
become literate. Created in 2008 by the merger of Reading Is Fundamental of Austin and
Capital Area Reach Out and Read, BookSpring champions the value of reading and encourages
parents to read to their children from birth on, resulting in stronger families and increased
lifelong opportunities for every child.

In affiliation with the national Reading Is Fundamental and Reach Out and Read organizations,
we offer a range of programs that support early literacy and partner with a broad spectrum of
the community - schools, childcare centers, and medical clinics - to reach families where they
are and through people they trust. Over 62,600 children and their families were impacted by
our programs last year — 39% were children from age 0 to 5, 41% children kindergarten to
elementary school age, and 20% were the parents of these children.

For more information, visit || G
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